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PROFPOSAL FOR AN ELECTIVE IN ANCIENT GREEK

WHY STUDY ANCIENT GREEK

“Students of Ancient Greek approach this discipline for a variety of
reasons. They appreciate the beauty, clarity, and concise nature of the
language, or they are fascinated with the culture which has had such an
impact upon our own and to which we have exceptional access through
its abundant linguistic and archaeological record. In order to have a
better understanding of this culture and its literature, they need to read
and comprehend its texts, not merely translate them word for word. To
this end dlassicists, archaeologists, philosophers, historians, theologians,
and anyone with an avid interest in the Graeco-Roman world will want to
develop the tools for approaching a Greek text, whether it is an Homeric
epic, a tragedy of Euripides, a philosophical treatise of Plato, a history by
Thucydides, or an inscription on @ monument or painted vase. ”

- Alison Willard Barker, St. Paul’s School

The study of Ancient Greek has been pursued by educated individuals since
antiquity—including the classical Romans, early church fathers, and modern
theologians of Judeo-Christian religions. Greek was the original language of the
New Testament, and likely the language spoken by many members of the early
Christian Church. Significant portions of modern technical terminology derive
from Greek, and many of the fundamental questions of philosophers and
theologians arise from ancient Greek sources. Furthermore, Greek literature,
from poetry to philosophy, has been a model of composition for many famous
authors, poets, and playwrights, and the ancient Greek philosophers wrote the
first descriptions of literary genre as it is now understood (e.g. Aristotle,
Poetics). The recent resurgence of interest in Latin is leading to a parallel
phenomenon in Greek study for similar reasons: Greek roots in English words,
the relationship of Ancient Greek culture to our own, to read the literature,
philosophy, histories, etc. in their own language, and others. The benefits of
studying Ancient Greek have been recognized since Roman antiquity—all
educated Romans were expected to be fluent in Greek—and have not
diminished with the passage of time. An elective in Ancient Greek that focused
on the cultural and philosophical importance of Greek culture as well as the
basic elements of the language would leave Bishop Guertin students even better
prepared for the knowledge-based, analytical job-climate of the twenty first
century.
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Some Benefits to Guertin students include:

Familiarity with a great classical language, its literature, and culture.
Increased comprehension of English grammar and vocabulary.
Familiarity with the language of the early Christian Church.
Familiarity with the Greek philosophers and philosophical methods.

A -~

Relationship to the Charism

“The most important aspect of any Catholic education is the
development of Christian values and the transmission of the Catholic
heritage.”
- from the Introduction to Charism and Mission
BG Faculty Handbook 2003

In relation to this statement from the “Educational Charism of the Brothers of
the Sacred Heart,” Bishop Guertin students stand to benefit particularly from
an elective in ancient Greek. The philosophical and religions implications of
familiarity with classical Greek for the educated Christian are profound, and
range from increased understanding of the socio-political, economic, and
cultural circumstances of the Levant in the time of Christ to a point of
departure for comparison of early Christian and Pagan lifestyles and
worldviews. Familiarity with the Greek philosophers and their arguments, often
appearing in the early church as heresies or rebuttals of Christian beliefs, will
enable the student to better understand the teachings of the apostles in the
New Testament. Furthermore, familiarity with classical languages—Latin and
Greek—aids the understanding of difficult religious terminology. In particular,
terms such as Eucharist, charism, Christ, apostle, angel, ecclesiastical, Pentecost,
evangelist, patriarch, hypocrisy, hymn, alpha and omega, sympathy, words
fundamental to Catholic theology, derive directly from ancient Greek. A single
year of study of the Greek language will prepare diligent students for reading
selections from the Greek New Testament. Cambridge University Press
publishes a reader designed for such students (see Appendix ). Since the aim
of the Bishop Guertin Curriculum is to prepare our students for a Christian life
in the twenty first century, we should provide them with every tool at our
disposal for understanding and defending Christian values. What better way to
accomplish this goal than to teach the language of the New Testament.

Comments

Appendix 4 contains additional material in support of Ancient Greek in the high
school curriculum provided by Gilbert Lawall, University of Massachusetts, and
coordinator of a CANE database of New England schools with high school
Greek.
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TEXTBOOK AND RESOURCES

Principal Textbook

Thrasymachus, Peckett and Munday, published by Duckworth
Academic Books, London (#0862921392)

This is a “Greek through reading” course recommended by Alison Willard
Barker, President of the Classical Association of New England, and the text she
has used at the Saint Paul’s School for many years. Unfortunately the availability
of this textbook has not been confirmed, so another textbook may have to be
used instead. Possibilities include Athenaze, published by Oxford Univeristy
Press, and An_Introduction to Ancient Greek, published by Prentice Hall.
Thrasymachus teaches Greek prose through an inductive approach favored by
many modern language methodologies. For classical languages, it is the closest
parallel to total immersion learning, and it allows the greatest possible
acquisition of language in the shortest time. Thus, this method is probably the
best for a one year elective. An Introduction to Ancient Greek uses a grammar
based approach, the traditional methodology for teaching ancient languages, and
Athenaze uses a modified inductive approach. Appendix 2 contains more
detailed bibliographical information on all three textbooks.

Supplements

Alison Barker’s supplemental exercises and explanations of material for

Thrasymachus are available on the web at http://www.vroma.org/~abarker/
thrascontents.html. Many other internet-based supplements to learning Greek
exist. These range from interactive texts (see www.perseus.tufts.edu) to
language courses and review sites (see Appendix 3). These sites can be a
valuable resource to language students and teachers if used judiciously;
however, the information on these sites needs to be reviewed carefully for
accuracy before recommendation for beginning students.

In addition, the syllabus of this course will require extensive readings in Greek
philosophy (in English translation). A packet of passages would be the most
efficient method of presenting this information to students; however, other
options include requiring the purchase of additional texts by the students or the
placement of reserves in the Library.
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SYLLABUS

Initial Comments
The following syllabus is based on my best approximation of how much material
can be covered in a single year course. St. Paul’s School normally covers twenty
two chapters of Thrasymachus in a course primarily devoted to the study of the
language. Since this course will incorporate substantial material of a cultural/
historical nature, | have assumed a slower pace for language acquisition
(through Chapter 16). In addition, the amount of material actually covered
during the course of the year will depend in a great part upon the effort and
enthusiasm of the students enrolled in the course. Finally, the syllabus may vary
slightly depending upon which of the three possible textbooks—Thrasymachus,
Athenze, or An_Introduction to Ancient Greek—is actually chosen based on
availability and suitability.

Material
The material of the syllabus will be divided into two sections: Greek language
and English readings. The first section will involve the use of a textbook and
likely a workbook made up of material from supplemental sources and created
by the teacher. Assignments for this portion of the class will be drawn from
text and workbooks and/or teacher-created worksheets and will involve
language acquisition skills—reading, writing, grammar, syntax, comprehension,
etc. The second section, English readings, will draw from a variety of sources,
and will cover basic Greek history and culture, in addition to selections of
translations of Greek philosophers. Assignments will usually involve reading of a
passage and a written response to a specific question posed by the teacher. The
length of the response may vary from a paragraph to a 5 page research paper.
Again, the depth and breadth of individual assignments will depend greatly upon
the students enrolled in the course.
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Greek Language

Concepts learned in Chapters [-XV|, Thrasymachus

I
I
ML
IV.
V.
VI

Vil

VilL.
IX.
X.

Xl.

Xl
Xl
XIV.
XV.

XVI.
XVIi.

The Greek alphabet, pronunciation, accents, breathing marks

Basic characteristics of Ancient Greek: parts of speech, inflection, etc.
Nouns: First through Third Declension forms

Definite Article

Adjectives: declensions, agreement, comparison

Pronouns: Personal, Demonstrative, Reflexive, Intensive, Interrogative,
Indefinite, Relative

Indicative of regular (contract and non-contract) verbs: present (active,
middle/passive voices), future (active, middle, passive), aorist (active,
middle, passive), imperfect (active, middle/passive)

g1l (to be, irregular verb): present, future, imperfect tenses

Irregular verbs: 24 most common in addition to giui

Participles: present (active, middle/passive), aorist (active, middle,
passive)

Infinitives: present (active, middle/passive), aorist (active, middle,
passive)

Principal parts of Greek verbs: how to find verb stems

Imperatives: present (active, middle), aorist (active, middle)

Aspect of Greek verbs (as different from “tense” in English)

Major uses of all cases (Nominative, Genitive, Dative, Accusative) in
Greek: subject, direct object, indirect object, prepositional phrases, etc.
Comprehension of short to medium length passages in Greek
Composition of short original sentences in Greek

Additional concepts learned in Chapters XVII-XXIl, Thrasymachus, if covered

IV.
V.
V.
VIL
Vil

IX.

Result (consecutive) clauses

Purpose clauses

Commands/prohibitions in first person plural (iussive/hortatory
subjunctive)

Definite and indefinite actions

Clauses of fearing ,

Indirect discourse: formation, sequence of moods and tenses
Participles: future (active, middle, passive)

Subjunctive mood: present (active, middle/passive), aorist (active,
middle, passive)

Optative mood: present (active, middle/passive), aorist (active, middle,
passive) ’
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Notes on the Greek Language Outline

This outline does not list the order in which language skills are acquired, but
rather groups skills by similar subject area (nouns, verbs, syntax). The sequence
of material covered in Thrasymachus follows the progression of noun/adjective
forms in the first several chapters, then the verbs. Verb tenses are introduced
in all four moods learned in Chapters I-XVI (indicative, imperative, infinitive,
and participle) before the next tense is learned to encourage association of all
forms of a tense in memorization, recognition, and comprehension.

As forms are taught, the related syntax is introduced (i.e., how to translate).
Each chapter of Thrasymachus (except review chapters) introduces new forms
for memorization and new concepts for comprehension. The material is
introduced first in the chapter reading, and then through lecture, drill, and
review.

The method employed by Thrasymachus emphasizes understanding of words in
context rather than rote memorization, although a certain degree of
memorization/recitation work is unavoidable, and in some circumstances even
desirable to reinforce learning of individual forms.

In an ideal world, the concepts in Chapters XVII-XXIl would also be covered;
however, it is most likely that time will not permit covering these topics. The
majority of the information contained in Chapters XVII-XXII concerns more
advanced syntactical constructions and verb forms. These are necessary for
reading advanced Greek, but not essential for a basic understanding of the
language.

The material not covered under the extended syllabus is limited to two verb
tenses (perfect, pluperfect), which are encountered infrequently in simple
Greek prose, and advanced syntax (absolutes, conditional statements, wishes,
deliberations). This material would normally be covered in a second year of
Greek, but could be learned independently from contextual clues, especially if
the student has become used to the inductive approach to learning.
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English Readings

L Brief history of Ancient Greece (taken from a history textbook)

Il Brief history of philosophy: “Introduction” to Readings in Ancient Greek
Philosophy, Cohen, Curd, Reeve (2000) or similar text

. Plato: biographical excerpts

Iv. Plato: excerpts from the Apology of Socrates

V. Plato: excerpts from the Protagoras dealing with the nature of virtue

VL. Plato: excerpts from Meno dealing with teaching of virtu and the
immortality of the soul

VII.  Plato: excerpts from Meno dealing with morality and religion in society

VIIl.  Aristotle: biographical excerpts

IX.  Aristotle: excerpts from Metaphysics dealing with the “unmoved mover”

X. Aristotle: excerpts from De Anima

Xl.  Aristotle: excerpts from Nichomachean Ethics dealing with morality and
moral responsibility

XIll.  Aristotle: excerpts from Politics

XIll.  Aristotle: excerpts from Poetics

These readings will be broken down further into weekly assignments and
focused for classroom and/or written discussion. Each reading will consist of 2
to 10 pages (length dependent on content). The written response will generally
involve journaling and occasional papers (2 to 5 pages) on a series of readings

(e.g., on Plato’s Apology)

The syllabus as represented here is broad enough to allow the class to move in
several different directions, depending upon the interests/interest level of the
students. The only non-negotiable items in this syllabus are the historical and
biographical readings which are necessary to provide a context for
understanding the philosophy.

In addition, Biblical readings will be provided for contrast with the philosophical
view-points of the Ancient Greeks. Passages from the New Testament will be
examined to determine if a dialogue between the New Testament theologians
and the Greek philosophers exists in terms of the mandates for individuals.
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Introductory Courses and Course Materials
http://perswww kuleuven.ac.be/~u0013314/greekg/courses.htm
CANE Instructional Materials
http://www-unix.oit.umass.edu/~glawall/cane. htm
Greek Too! Pedagogical Materials

http://www txclassics.org/greekmaterials. htm



Ancient Greek with Thrasymachus: Introduction
Alison Barker: http://www.vroma.org/~abarker/tsintro.html
A Call for Greek in School: Recovery of a Renaissance Tradition
Richard Evans: http://www txclassics.org/greekarticles.htm
High School Greek

John D. Towle: from the Athenaze Newsletter, Fall 1995,
http://www txclassics.org/greekarticles.htm

CANE Phinney Fellowship for Creation of New Ancient Greek Programs
http://www.wellesley.edu/ClassicatStudies/cane/phinney. html
Why in Heaven’s Name are you Majoring in Greek

Lynn Sherr: Rouman Lecture UNH April 9, 2003 from the Hellenic
Communication Service website

Greek in and out of the Latin Classroom; Greek in Western Massachusetts
Gilbert Lawall: courtesy of author
Listing of Greek Programs in New Hampshire

Courtesy of Gilbert Lawall



