Greek at North Central High School
1801 E. 86th Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240
by
Steven R. Perkins

In the fourth quarter of second year Latin at North Central High
School, our students engage in a study of ancient Greek culture and
language. For many students, this will be their last year of involvement
with the Classical world, so an exposure to Greece and its language helps to
round out their secondary Classical education. For those students going on
to higher levels of Classical study, even this limited background in Greek
language and culture provides a richer context within which to read and
enjoy the works of Cicero, Vergil, Catullus, and others.

To understand better how we approach Greek in the Latin class, it will
be helpful to know our basic schedule. We are a public high school on a
traditional schedule of classes, which means seven classes a day, each
lasting for fifty minutes. Our school year consists of four nine-week
quarters.

We begin the quarter with two days of Internet research on such areas
of Greek culture as pottery, philosophy, drama, the military, and
architecture. We then spend another two days discussing what the students
have found in these areas. This broad engagement with a variety of areas
then sets the stage for deeper exploration and study.

We then enter a three-week period in which we read in translation the
Alcestis of Euripides and selections from Plato’s Republic and Theaetetus.
Lively discussions animate this period, and it concludes with a project in
which the students must work in small groups to prepare a written synopsis
in Latin of the play or one of the philosophical selections we have read.

From this we proceed to spend a little more than a week on the Greek
language. Using the materials included here, students learn the alphabet
and some basics of grammar, including two noun declensions and the aorist
tense. By making use of their bilingual Greek and Latin vocabulary list,
the students are also able to translate directly from each of the Classical
languages to the other.

We conclude our Greek studies unit with approximately a week of
reading from the Latin Historia Alexandri of Quintus Curtius Rufus. This
allows us to move back into an in-depth experience with Latin as the year
draws to a close and we prepare for final examinations.

For those who have questions or suggestions about this unit, please feel
free to email me at sperkins@msdwt.k12.in.us.
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Copy each of the Greek characters five times in the spaces to the right.
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Place the letter of the sound in the space next to the matching Greek letter.

—1 ¢
2y
3
_4 G
_ 5O
_6 0
_7
_s8 &

Transliterate the following English words using Greek letters. Pay attention to
the sound of the English letters.

A. "dz" or "zd”
B. "ay"
C. "th"
D. "ks"
E. "ph"
F. "ch” (character)
G. "ps

H. "oh"

Example: North Central - NOpe ZSVTPCO\,

1. Indianapolis

2. chaos

3. omega

4. lapse

5. thirty
6. Your mom's name
7. Your dad's name

8. A friend's name

Transliterate the following Greek words using English letters.
Example: Za)Kpom]g - Socrates

—

. Aplototeing

N

avBpwmog
3. dexd

4. (ULVOLLEVOV

5. OEMPOC

6. Kouoapog

7. AAeEavdpog
8. HpakAng
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Nouns
0 adeApog, -0V brother (frater)

O oypNTAC, -0v
70 Gv8pamodov, -ov
0 Yewpyog, -od
70 d®poOV, -0V

0 0gog, -0b

0 AOYOG, -0V

0 vab1ng, -ov

0 OTPOTIOTINC, -0V
0 TUPUVVAG, -0V

0 PIAOG, -0V

70 YPLCIOV, -0V

f et i
1 0PN, NG
URERUS

1) OlKm, -ng

f 3660, 1

1 EPTVN, NG
M KEPAAT, NG
n Bdiatta, -G

T YOVT], YOVOIKOG
1 Buyamp, Buyatpde

spear-man, warrior (pilus)
slave (servus, captivus)
farmer (agricola)

gift (donum)

god (deus)

word (verbum)

sailor (nauta)

soldier (miles)

king, tyrant (rex, tyrannus)
friend (amicus)

gold [coin] (aurum)

virtue (virtus)
beginning (origo)
earth (terra)
justice (iustitia)
opinion (sententia)
peace (pax)

head (caput)

sea (mare)

woman (femina)
daughter (filia)



Verbs
BAEY AL
ap&at
apmracol
YOLVACOL
IMAdoat
KnpvEa
AeEan
TERYaL
TOTEVOAL

KOUELY

£von

go0T(V)

g1o1(v)

v

Adjectives
adikog, -1, -ov
ayadoc, -1, -ov
Svvatog, -1, -0V
KahOg, -1, -0V

to have looked (spectavisse)
to have ruled (regnavisse)

to have plundered (cepisse)
to have exercised (exercuisse)

to have showed (demonstravisse)
to have announced (nuntiavisse)

to have said (dixisse)
to have sent (misisse)
to have believed (credidisse)

to have worked (laboravisse)

to be (esse)

[he, she, it] is (est)
[they] are (sunt)

[he, she, it] was (erat)

wicked (scelestus)

good (bonus)

powerful (potens)

beautiful, handsome (pulcher)

Conjunctions, Adverbs, and Prepositions

Kot

AAAL

ot

oV, OVK, Oy,
oLV

KATa

mpog

and (et)

but (autem)

because (quod)

not (non)

with (cum)

from, down from (de)
near, at, with (apud)
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Transliterate each sentence into English letters, and then translate accurately into
standard English.

eg. O YEOPYOC TNV YRV ERAeyey.

ho georgos ten gen eblepsen

The farmen looked at the land.

1. 0 aducog ASeAPOC TOV XPLTCIOV T|PTUCEY.

2. 10 YPLOH TOG KUADIG YEOPYOI ENADCULEY.

3. 10 av8pamodov Kat 1 BuydTNP GLV TOLE PIAOIG EKALOV.

9 7’

4. M apeth 0TV M APYM THS Skng.

A

5. 1 dyabn yovn Exekev, O pilot €16t ddPa. KT TV OeDV.
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Transliterate each sentence into English letters, and then translate accurately into
standard English.

eg. O YEO®PYOC TNV YNV EfAeyEY.

ho georgos ten gen eblepsen

The fanmen loosked al the land.

1. EmoTedoUTE TOIG OTPATIOTALS;

2. &v apyi v © A0Y0G, Kt 6 Adyog v TTpog TOV Bedv, Kol Bsog v 6
Aoyoc.

A

3. 10 80&n 10D P1AOV, AALY 0D TOD TVPAVVOD EMCTEVCA.

4. oL oTpoTIdTAL EV T{] YT, O1 vabTan &v Tf) Bakatty Eqvtovg
(themselves) ’S'Yl’)}LVOLGOW.

5. O TOpAvVOG TH S1KT) KO T} ELPTIVT] KAl TAIG OTPOTIOTAIG TPEEV.
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Transliterate each sentence into English letters, and then translate accurately into
standard English.

eg. 0 7YE®PYOC TNV YNV EBAeyeV.

ho georgos ten gen eblepsen

Vhe jarmen looked at the land,

1. 0 0g0g 10 duvatov 8dpov TOig ABIKOIG EKNPVEEY... TV QyannV.

2. 0 Yewpyog TNV YNV ERAeyey, OTL E0Tv ayodn Kol KOAN.

3. 0 481ko¢ oTPUTLWTNG THY YNV TOD SLVATOD TLPAVVOL T|PACEV.

4. 6 ITtoepdioc v 10D Iopneiov xepalnyv td Koicapt Enepyey.

5. emotevoate Tov Ae€avdpov ewvar ayafov aryumnTny Ko
TOPAUVVOV;
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Place the letter of the sound in the space next to the matching Greek letter.

1.0 A. "dz" or “zd”
2V B. "ay"

—3M C. "th"

Wt D, ke

_ 5 ® E. "ph"

__6. 0 F. "ch" (character)
_ 7. x G. "ps”

__8. Ct, H. "oh"

Give an English derivative for each of the following Greek words.
e.g. (’1687“[)6@ — Philadelphia

9.80E0,

10. Y1)

11. YOUVAC QL

12. 5UVOTOC, -1, -OV

13. KOAOC, -1, -0V

14.YOVN
Extra Credit



1. Translate the following sentences:

a. 0 SuvaTog TOPaVVOG TH E1pTvn MpEev.

b. Ol Gyafo1 Kol GSIKOL YE@PYOL GV TOIG PLAOLG
EKOLOV.

2. What Greek letter is an English word indicating a small amount?

3. What English expression using Greek letters indicates "from the beginning to
the end"?

4. Based on what you know of Greek, explain why the letter "H" is sometimes
not considered a true consonant.

5. Without accents, compose a grammatically correct Greek sentence.



