Teaching Greek
while Celebrating
Saturnalia

The following pages contain part of Chapter V of Dorsey Price Salerno’s
Latin for Beginners: A Handbook for Teachers, published by the American
Classical League, Miami University, Oxford, OH 40456. It is reproduced
here with permission.



CHAPTER V

DECEMBER--GIFTS AND THE SATURNALIA, Dona et Saturnalia

"di magni, horribilem et sacrum libellum!

quem tu scilicet ad tuum Catullum Al
misti, continuo ut die periret, e
Saturnalibus, optimo dierum!...

"great gods, that blessed, horrible book!
which you, naturally, sent to Catullus
to bore him to death,

on the very next day, on Saturnalia,

the best of days!..."

r

Catullus, 14 IE%

For the Romans, December was the month for giving gifts, just as it
is in this country. Latin teachers don't play tricks at Saturnalia,
as Calvus did above. 1Instead, they offer gifts which will spice the
necessary drills and repetition. Students will love understanding
how the Greeks influenced the Romans, knowing the Greek alphabet,
learning about the feast of Saturnalia and singing Christmas

carols. Make your objectives for this month:

1. Understanding the influence of the Greeks on the Romans.
2. Learning the Greek alphabet.

3. Studying Greek roots and derivations.

4. Learning about Saturnalia.

5. _Celebrating Saturnalia.

6. Singing Christmas carols in Latin.

THE GREEKS AND THE ROMANS

In 750 B.C., at a time when the Romans were still warring with the
Etruscans for supremacy, the Greeks were colonizing Sicily and parts
of southern Italy (Magna Graecia), building temples of breathtaking
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beauty. While the Romans were still struggling to control the
Italian peninsula, the Greeks had already developed a democratic way
of life, had studied science and mathematics systematically, and had
given rise to the first great dramatists, historians, philosophers
and poets.

Expansion and a desire for supremacy over the Mediterranean drew
Rome into the three Punic Wars. After gaining Sicily, Corsica and
Sardinia as a result of the first Punic War (264-241 B.C.) and Spain
and Carthage after the Second (218-201 B.C.) and Third (146 B.C.)
Punic Wars, Rome began to expand eastward. In 146 B.C., two years
after making Macedonia a province, the Roman armies swept into
southern Greece. They destroyed Corinth, thus completing their
conquest of the Greek mainland.

The Greek civilization had a profound and continuing influence upon
its conquerors. The Romans admired the literary forms, architecture
and art of Greece, studied her philosophy and even took some of her
very words into the Latin language. Wealthy Roman boys often had a
Greek slave as paedagogus and teacher; to know the Greek language
and literature was considered essential for a cultured Roman. So
widespread was the use of Greek, the sister language of Latin, that
Caesar mentions in De Bello Gallico that at the end of the Helvetian
campaign a census list was written in Greek. The Greek language had
been by then extended even into Gaul.

Although the language and literature of the province to the east
were much admired, the customs and habits of the Greeks were not.
Cato the Elder warned his fellow citizens against becoming
contaminated by the culture and styles of the Greeks. Their dining
and other personal habits were abhorrent to that conservative
isolationist. Many other Romans also felt a distaste for the Greek
culture taking over the City, but this influence in the end proved
irresistible. Horace weaves this twist of fate into verse in the
Ars Poetica Epist. II, iii 156-157:

"Graecia capta ferum victorem cepit et artes
Intulit agresti Latio..."

"Conquered Greece captured her rude conqueror
And introduced the arts to rustic Latium..."

It is not surprising, therefore, that more than 15% of our English
words are Greek in origin. Many Latinized Greek roots and words
have come to us from the ancient Romans. Furthermore, the Christian
Church took words from the Greek where the Latin was lacking, and in
the fifteenth century the Revival of Learning accelerated at
full-speed the borrowing of Greek words. Today it is a regular
practice for the scientific disciplines to express new concepts and
technical language by utilizing ancient Greek. And so, students
today can increase their English vocabulary by learning some Greek
words and by becoming familiar with the meaning of a few Greek
prefixes and suffixes. Knowledge of the Greek alphabet forms part
of a Latinist's background and is the first step toward becoming a
classicist. Students should learn this precursor to the Roman
alphabet so they will be at ease with it from the beginning to the
end -- from the alpha to the omega.
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THE ALPHABET

1. The Greek alphabet has twenty-four letters:

Form EQUIVALENT

Aa a
BA b
'y g
A d
Ee &
Z7¢ z
Hq é
ZN] th
) i
K« k,e
A 1
Mu m
Nvy n
Z¢t X
0o i)
Il = P
Pop r
Zaos 8
Tz t
Tv Wy
¢ 9 ph
X x ch
\ Y/ ps
Qw 4}

NAME
dApa alpha
Bijra belu
Yyauua gamma
dérta delta
el, §, e yiNor epsilon
{ira 2etu
Ara cla
fnra thela
iota ivta
xarwa kappa
Ad(u)B6a lambda
uo mu
v nu
£el, £ xi
o, 8, 8 utkpby omicron
xeT, T pi
pw rho
otyua sigma
Tad ) tau
U, U yihow upsilon
det, ¢t phi
X€C, Xt chi
vel, Yo psit
@, & péva omega

Sounn
4: papa; &: father
be
go (also sing, 21)
do
let
gaze
French féte
thin
i: French petit;
1: pique
kill
land
men
now
wax
obey
pet
run
8it
tell
Frenchu,German i
graphic
Scotch loch
gypsum
tone

54




HOW TO TEACH THE GREEK ALPHABET

Work with the minuscule letters only; the majuscule letters can be
learned quickly later. On yellow or red poster board write the
Greek alphabet in letters 5" or 6" high, about 3" apart. Display
the alphabet in the front of the classroom. Have the students copy
three Greek letters each day in their Board Notes. The students can
look up the letters for homework (alpha, beta, gamma on Day One,
etc.), and add the meaning and derivation to the Board Notes. 4
Discuss the students' findings at the beginning of the next class;
write three more letters in the Board Notes, practice the alphabet,
as far as you have worked on it, and continue in this fashion until
the class is thoroughly familiar with the entire alphabet.

GAMES FOR THE GREEK ALPHABET

- dictate various letters.
—vpoint to letters and have students pronounce them in Greek.
- time the students as they say the alphabet. Use a stop watch.
- say sections of the alphabet backwards.
- team work:
a. put into Greek letters - logos (word) =/\O))O.S
- bios (life) =/6L08
- patér (father) = flTa‘EY)ID
b. transliterate:)oxos./.l-é)’d/ etc.
c. explain the meaning of the following:
- not a jot
- beta (second in ordér)
- from the Alpha to the Omega
~ the delta of a river
- delta (as used in geometry)

- what word doese stand for in Greek? (thanatos, death)
and you may find others to add to this list.

d. give a derivative:
The following are two pages which comprise a mini-course in ancient

Greek. Each student should have a copy to put in the Board Notes
section of his or her notebook.
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Nomen:

MINI-COURSE IN ANCIENT GREEK

Greek word
A 217 €A0S
¢tonp
QR
av /DCJﬂ'OS
appn
aclua

av zopmaToy

B Bros
[ l[;fcw'm/a
A Ea

E

EV

:

EMLoToAn
wn

Ocos

Ocppuos
latpos
LtO0S

| Kwpa
Aoy os
HE}’CL
M LKfos

<=/ — O

Transliteration

(n)
aggelos

aither

akme

anthropos

arche

asthma

automaton

bios

gaster

ge

deka
derma
ethnos
en

hex
epistole
zoe
theos
thermos
iatros
isos
koma
logos
mega

micro
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English

messenger
upper air
peak

man
beginning
asthma
self-moving
life
stomach
earth

ten

skin

race, nation
in

six

letter

life

god

hot

doctor
equal

deep trance
word, study
great

small



Nomen:

Greek word Transliteration English <
N 'V€KTa/O nektar nectar
WOALS polis city

TI’)Aé tele far off

¢ ¢01603. phobos fear

¢O)V/7 phone voice
syche breath, spirit, mind
LL %U/V) psy pirit,
oid = like . cf. deltoid
anthropoid
ellipsoid

WOy = egg cf. ovoid

vYour students will never forget the Greek alphabet, particularly if
you refer to it occasionally during the year. Continue to use it
for spelling bees and for Friday fun. A poster of the Greek
alphabet 1is available from the American Classical League (Item P13).
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